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and bringing forty elephants freighted with forage and dried meats. Soon the people flocked around them, giving them names. The arrival of such a succour rejoiced the Carthaginians even less than the spectacle of these strong animals consecrated to the Baal : it was a pledge of his sympathy, a proof that at last he came to defend them, and to intervene in the war in their behalf.
Narr' Havas received the compliments of the Elders ; then he went up towards Salammb6's palace. He had not seen her since the time when, in Hamilcar's ten Is, standing between the five armies, he had felt her little, cold, soft hand bound to his. After the betrothal she had gone to Carthage. His love, diverted by other ambitions, had come back to him, and now he counted on enjoying his rights by marrying and taking possession of her.
Salammbo did not understand how this young man could ever become her master! Though she prayed nightly to Tanit for the death of Matho, her horror for the Libyan was diminishing. She dimly felt that the hatred with which he had persecuted her was something almost religious ; and she would gladly have seen in Narr' Havas some reflection of that violence which still held her enthralled. She yearned to know more of him ; nevertheless, his presence would have embarrassed her, and she sent word that she could not receive him.
Besides, Hamilcar had forbidden his people to admit the Numidian king to his daughter; he withheld this compensation till the conclusion of the war, hoping thereby to preserve his devotion ;